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Hate must 


not hinder 
re-building 
of Europe 


By “ARGUS” 


LTHOUGH it is probably 

an unpcpular time to 

Say so, victory is capable 

of bringing out the bad in a 

nation and defeat of evoking 
the best. 


Neither statement, of course, ig a 
rigidly exclusive truth. But thn 
boastings that so often follow a 


victory are a form of the deadly sin 
of pride, while defeat is apt tn 
generate a determination to keep at 
least one’s soul free. 

The Danes and Norwegians have 
given notable examples of this unde: 
German occupation. (The Danes have 
even refused to use the defeat of Ger- 
many .S an opportunity to acquire more 
territory.) Now from Germany itself 
come signs of something similar 
Consider these passages from the May 
7 broadcast of Count von Krosigk, 
the Foreign Minister, which contained 
what the Manchester Guardian called 


Commentary 


“tha most civilized statement by oe 
German leuder for twelve years”: 

“We must new face our fate squarely and 
unquestioningly. Nobody can be in any doubt 
that the future will be difficult for each one 
of us, and will exact sacrifices from us in 
every sphere of fife. We must accept this 
burden, and stand loyally by the obligations 
we have undertaken. But we must not 
despair and fall into mute resignation. 
Once again we must set ourselves to stride 
along the path through the dark future .. . 

‘In our nation justice shall be the 
supreme law and the guiding principle. We 
must also recognize law as the basis of all 


relations between the nations. We must 
recognize it and respect it from inner con- 
viction. 


“Respect for treaties will be as sacred 
as the aim of our nation to belong to the 
European family of nations as a member of 
which we want to mobilize all human, mora), 
and materia! forces in order to heal the 
dreadful wounds which the war has caused. 
Then we may hope that the atmosphere of 
hatred which today surrounds Germany all 
over the world will give place to a spirit 
eof reconciliation among the nations without 
which the world cannot recover .. 

. we may hope that our freedom 
will be restored to us, without which no 
nation can lead a bearable and dignified 
existence. We wish to devote the future of 
our nation to tHe return of the inmost and 
best forces of German nature, which have 
given to the world imperishable works and 
values.” 


Any hand stretched out from a 
Germany in the chaos of defeat 
which makes a gesture of willingness 
to co-operate should be grasped at 
this hour. Somchow we have to live 
together in the same world: a willing- 
ness by leading Germans to recognize 
the evil that has been perpetrated in 
their own land and beyond would be 
well matched by some signs of re- 
pentance from those in other lands 
who condoned and even supported 
that evil. 


A fresh start 
FE, UROPE desperately needs a fresh 


start. Von Krosigk’s was not the 
only voice. In a bromdcast on May 3, 
Reich Minister Speer—a Nazi—spoke 
of “meeting the enemy with dignity 
and self-assurance ”, and of “ becoming 
more unassuming in ourselves and 
exercising self-criticism.” 

Yet what is the Allied response? 
Publicly, there is no sign that the 
authorities appreciate the significance 
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WINNING THE PEACE 


World awaits a gesture 
of neighbourliness 


By WILFRED WELLOCK 
E are profoundly thankful that hostilities in Europe have 


ceased. 


But while we rejoice in deliverance from the 


destructive horrors of total war, we are anxious to know 
| if what we have inherited is really peace, ‘the promise of universal 


friendship and reconciliation. 


At the back of our minds is a haunting fear that unconditional 
surrender has created more and bigger problems than it has 
solved—problems of food, of housing, of in- , ~~ 


dustrial rehabilitation, 


arise. 


Europe presents us with problems that are without 
parallel in human history. It is generally admitted 
Are we certain it 


that we lost the peace last time. 
has not already been lost this time? 
What is certain is that if peace is 


human spirit, here and elsewhere, must rise to new 


heights of vision and sacrifice. 
Let us not delude ourselves. 


The war has not destroyed them; 
problems; 
causes. 
sacrifice of economic power, 
by any nation. 
already begun. 
hence civilization is 


towards the abyss. 
low level of cruelty and infamy. 


moving 


Test of our Democracy 


This result was not foreseen by the people who voted 
Afterwards it was too late to re- 
treat: the German people were trapped. Their choice 
was ultimately between certain death if they revolted 
Hitler, as we all knew before the war, was 
despair after 15 years of 
indescribable misery, for which we had some share of 


for Hitler in 1933. 


and war. 
the product of national 


responsibility. 


Nazism has been beaten by the military might of 
That might rules over Europe 
What spirit is going 


the United Nations. 
today. What is it going to do? 
te guide and inspire it? Is some 
noble vision of international fraternity 
to take control, or are the minds of 
Governments already back in the 
power-politics of 1939? ~ 

Here is a responsibility which be- 
longs to the people. It is the acid 
test of democracy. Now, in the 
moment of victory, when we are all 
inclined to relax and to believe that 
the big job is done, the real decisive 
issue awaits settlement We believe 
that the heart of humanity is still 
sound, that everywhere the people 
mean well and desire true and lasting 
peace above all things. But they do 
not realize what the vital issues are, 


This article, dealing with the situation 
following the end of the European war, is 
published at the request of the PPU National 
Council, to which it was submitted, last 
week-end. ; 


nor what is at stake in the decisions 
and policies that are at this moment 
being promulgated. 

The miracle of a people being seized 
by a great vision is still possible. But 
if peace is to be secured, truth must 
be lived collectively by way of 
politics and individually in simpler, 
friendlier and more neighbourly aims 
and relations. We have to learn the 
art of localizing, nationalizing, and 
internationalizing neighbourliness. 

Have we the determination and the 
courage to take the first steps in that 
direction NOW? Can we not make 
some great gesture of that intention 
at this critical moment? May it not 
be the abandonment of “unconditional 
surrender” in the Japanese war, along 
with the offer of a Far Easterrr 
economic policy in which the begin- 
nings of a new democracy, a new 
era of international co-operation are 
made with the avowed aim of raising 
the standard and quality of life and 
of human relationships, throughout 
the world? 


of social order, of 
human desolation from broken hearts, broken 
minds, broken lives, physical and psychological 
disorders of many kinds, out of which even 
worse evils than Nazism may in due course 


The evils that brought 
on this war, produced Hitler and Mussolini, and before 
them the Russian Revolution of 1917, are stil! rampant 
it has solved no 
it has not even disclosed their 
None of the conferences that have yet been 
held have ventured to touch those causes. 
skeletons in the cupboard of international politics. 
of national 
privilege, has not yet been offered on behalf of peace 
On the contrary, the new war for world 
markets and for the control of vital raw materials has 
In other words, at one level or another, 
war has become the natural order of modern States: 
in descending 
Nazism has carried power to a new 


Time will show. 
to triumph, the 


underlying 
They are the 


The 


and class 


cycles 


e end of military 


THE PRICE 


No formal memorial in marble 
vould be such a sharp reminder 
of the price that has been paid 
for “ Victory in Europe” as this 
simple wooden cross which 


marks the arave of an airborne 


soldier who died in the fightina 
for the Armhem bridge last year. 
And, wnlike most of war 
memorials, it rises above purely 
national considerations—though 
an Englishmam’s grave, it ts in 
Holland, and the inscription 
Unknown English soldier °) 
is in German. 


Centre which shall carry on administration to 


LIBERATE INDIA NOW! 


operations in the West and 
the final stages of the war in the East, 
it is extremely urgent that India be 
immediately added to the list of 
liberated countries with full freedom 
to her people to set up their own 
popular national Government pre 
paratory to the formation of their 
new political constitution which must 
precede any far-reaching changes in 
their economic order which would be 
in the direct interest of the Indian 
masses.” 

So says a statement issued by the 
Indian Freedom Campaign in con- 
nexion with the visit to London of 
Lord Wavell, Viceroy of India, which 
has now lasted more than a month, 

“It is reported on good authority.” 
adds the statement, “that Lord 

Wavell is finding it impossible to 

convince Mr. Churchill and Mr. 

Amery of the urgent necessity of 

setting up popular Indian Govern- 

ments in the Provinces and at the 

Centre before the war in the East 

ends. Both Mr. Amery and the 

Prime Minister are believed to be 

strongly opposed to the early release 

of the Congress leaders and political 
prisoners.” 

The statement also points out that 
the three Indian spokesmen at the 
San Francisco conference have all been 
repudiated by the leaders of the Con- 
gress and Muslim League Parties in 
the Central Legislature, 

The IFC declares that Lord Wavell 


should not return to India without: 
“1. An order for the immediate release of 


all political prisoners whether detained or 
charged ; 

“2, An immediale declaration of India’s 
independence; 


“3. Invitations to all 
negotiations for 
Governments in 


parties to re-open 
the setting up of popular 
the Provinces and at the 


the immediate welfare of the Indian masses, 
and to the restoration of elected legislatures 
where Indians may participate in full and 
free discussion of their future Constitution as 
envisaged by the Sapru Proposals or by any 
system the Indian people decide would be in 
their own interest.” 

Failing a satisfactory agreement 
with the British Cabinet, the IFC 


urges the Viceroy to resign, 


V-E CELEBRATIONS 


TE are all thankful that hostilities have 

\ ceased at any rate in Europe. Most 
people will have felt an impulse to mark this 
historic event in a special way. Some of them 
have been expressing their sense of relief with 
considerable vigour, as, for instance, the 
soldier with arm in plaster, who, asked by 
the Queen where he had heen wounded, 
replied ‘Trafalgar Square.” Most. however, 
have manifested a due solemnity mingled with 
their rejoicings. 

Peace News readers will probably have 
shared that feeling, and PPU members, 
pledged to the task of peace-making not only 
when the war-making has ended but at all 
times and for all time, will no doubt have 
disposed of their two days’ holiday and the 
little extra outlay, if any, they may have 
allowed themselves, in this more sober 
fashion. And now, when so0 many other 
people's thoughts will be turning with ours 
towards peace and reconstruction, we must 
try to give a lead to aj! who may look to us 
for guidance. 

We confess that when we heard of £15 mil- 
lions being spent on victory rejoicings we 
could not help coveting a humble fraction of 
that figure for PPU purposes. We even 
wondered whether the idea of a VE contribu- 
tion might occur to the minds of some of our 
readers as a good way of applying a portion 
of their celehration spending. Could anything 
be more fitting ot this moment of restored 
peace than a small quota for HQ Fund from 
your share of the additional currency that 
went into circulation last week? We 
assured that the whole extra £15 rallions 
issued will have no serious inflationary effect 
—so don’t let that deter you. 

MAUD ROWNTREE 
CORDER CATCHPOOL 
Joint Treasurers 

Contributions to HQ Fund since May 4: 
£200, Year's total to date: £155 9s. 9d. 
Donations to the fund should be sent, marked 
“Headquarters Fund,’ to the Treasurers at 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 
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A WARNING 


HE present is obviously not the 
best time to see the recent great 
conflict in true perspective and to 
digest its costly lessons. Yet we have 
to live in the world of today and the 
war is one of the factors which have 
shaped it. To fai] to act upon any 
conclusions to which honest reflection 
leads us would reveal our inability to 
adapt ourselves to our environment, 
and Nature has a hard way with such 
creatures. This very question of 
adaptation, of suiting our social 
organization to our technical develop- 
ment and of keeping beth under some 
sort of control, is, indeed, the first 
lesson we must learn. The war was 
not an unexpected catastrophe, but 
a natural product (a) of a civilization 
which was not using its great produc- 
tive resources for human welfare; 
and (b) of our present kind of 
international society, where great 
Powers look after their own interests 
and are a law unto themselves. Yet 
the war itself has demonstrated that 
our technical progress becomes a 
monster that will destroy us if 
wrongly applied, and that the world 
has become a single unit to a degree 
that makes the existence of sovereign 
Powers a dangerous anachronism. 


So far as the first issue is con- 
cerned, the Lend/Lease experiment 
and other war-time expedients have 
something to teach us—with imme- 
diate relevance to the current prob- 
lems of rebuilding the devastated 
areas. When we look for signs of 
recognition of the second faet, how- 
ever, we are confronted by a paradox. 
We find that nationalism is still a 
living force in the minds of men 
everywhere. Soviet Russia discarded 
the revolutionary slogan for the 
patriotic appeal; and European resist- 
ance movements, however radical in 
some of their aspects, were ‘primarily 
nationalist in most cases. 


The lesson for internationalists is 
plain. Love of country is a natural 
enough sentiment; that it should blaze 
up under the threat or fact of in- 
vasion is nothing new. Upon what 
basis, then, is a wider unity to be 
built? Ideally (many will say) all 
should be subordinated to a code of 
law and justice. But this presupposes 
a willingness to renounce power to a 
degree that does not yet exist. Power 
remains the ultimate consideration in 
the hard international bargains being 
driven at this very moment. It was 
through somewhat similar processes 
that some nations originally achieved 
an internal order in which the notions 
of law and justice took root. The 
world’s social fabric, however, will not 
stand the strain of such a protracted 
development, for this is an age when 
“power” means immense potentiality 
for destruction. 

The statesmen at San Francisco 
have at times spoken in terms which 
suggest they are alive to this issue, 
however rarely they act in accord- 
ance with their knowledge. Is the 
ordinary citizen, who in the last resort 
sustains the statesmen, more ready for 
courageous policies? The plain fact 
is that the censiderations outlined 
above often appear too remote to in- 
terest him. In that case, however, 
the Iesson can be put in more 
elementary terms, which we ordinary 
civilians will fgnore at our peril 
AlHed and German experts have 
already testified that air-power was 
the decisive weapon. It proved cap- 
able of destroying thousands of 
civilian lives in a matter of minutes, 
and of annihilating the very means 
of a civilized existence in great cities. 
Further, we have been reminded that 
only a fortunate course of military 
events frustrated a German intention 
to produce similar results in Uondop 
with robot-bombs. We have been 
warned. The ordinary civilian of 
Berlin, who lives today like a cave 
man in a cellar, will be the symbohe 
figure of our time if we other ordinary 
civilians fail to realize the significance 
of his (and our own? recent 


experience, 


The Beveridge peace-plan 


examined by ROY WALKER 


HE Social Security Report and 
the ungentlemanly behaviour 
of Sir William Beveridge in 

publicly advocating his own proposals 
was rather more than the Govern- 
ment bargained for. No sooner had 
they edged him out of the room than, 
like Old Father William in “ Alice,” 
he “turned a back somersault in at 
the door” with an uncommissioned 
—not to say unwanted—report on 
Full Employment. 

This time the door was slammed 
and bolted on him. But there he was 
again scrambling in through the 
window of the House of Commons 
with a reawakened Liberal Party at 
his heels. 

Now, having dealt with our two 
most urgent national problems, he 
presents “the third volume of his 
war-time trilogy,” “The Price of 
Peace” (Pilot Press, 6/-), an attempt 
to solve the biggest international 
problem, to find “the terms on which 
we may have Freedom from War and 
from Fear of War.” 


“Utopia or Hell’ 


Lord Hankey, reviewing it a week 
or two ago, began with the alarming 
news that “This book is reminiscent 
of much pre-war pacifist literature.” 


There is, in fact, some _ plain 
speaking: 
bss - as long as war seems possible, 


preparations for war will be made, and 
preparations will lead to war. The self-styled 
realists who deride as Utopian plans for 
abolition of war are the idlest of bad_ 
dreamers, men who shut their eyes to the 
realities of total war. The shadow of war 
has lain over the world for thirty years, 
for long enough to let all men see what 
it means. The choice is no longer between 
Utopia and the world that our fathers knew. 
The choice ia between Utopia and Hell. The 
choice is at hand.” 


Good. Byt not altogether so. 
Strong medicine is rightly adminis- 
tered to Prof. Carr for arguing that, 
on realistic grounds, power politics 
must go on. “‘Power’ in this 
quotation,” says Sir William, ‘‘ means 
in the last resort ability to make 
war, ie. to commit mass-killing of 
combatants and non-combatants by 
high explosive, flame, famine, and 
gas.” Yet his own argument leads 
to advocacy of compulsory arbitra- 
tion “backed by overwhelming 
force” and he is careful not to 
remind his readers that that too 
means using high explosive, flame, 
famine, and gas to kill combatants 
and non-combatants. 

Beveridge’s analysis of the causes 
of war seems to me admirable, 
although it will not please those who 
hold that these causes are mainly 
economic— 

“‘Economic’ conditions have not in recent 
times been a cause of major wars, and the 
attribution of war to particular economic 
institutions, such as capitalism or socialism, 
is baseless. The importance of economic 
conditions in relation to war is real but is 
indirect rather than direct.” 

International anarchy is the soil of 
war, ambition of rulers, revenge and 
fear the seeds. 

Schemes for superseding  inter- 
national anarchy by a world-State or 
{a federal union are declared to be 
‘impracticablé in present conditions. 
| Regional schemes such as Mr. Walter 
Lippman’s are a “ poor second-best.” 
What about the Dumbarton Oaks 
Proposals? (hereinafter réferred to 
as Dumbo). 


The pacifist solution 


If disputes were put before an 
impartial tribunal, and if the great 
powers would kindly put themselves 
within the law, Dumbo might work. 
But if, however much we stretch his 
ears, this international baby elephant 
will not fly, we shall have to put up 
with Mr. Lippmann’s second best. 

Sir William does not consider the 


WELSH PAMPHLETS 


The number of Welsh pacifist pamphlets 
issued by Heddychwyr Cymru (the PPU in 
Wales) sinee publication started a few years 
ago now totals 27. The third series of twelve 
is now in process of appearing. 

Its first three titles, already published, are: 
1. “Triniaeth Troseddwyr” (Treatment of 
Criminals), George M. LI. Davies; 2. “Diffodd 
y Golau” (Dealing with the Church’s pro- 
nouncements on war), J. Lloyd Jones; 3. 
“Rhagrith Rhyfeloedd” (The Hypocrisy of 
Wars), Rhys J. Davies, MP. a 

The next three will be: 1. “Yr Eglwys wedi'r 
Rhyfel” (The Church after the War), Gwilym 
Bowyer; 2. ‘“Grym _ Di-drais; Satyagraha 
Gandhi” (Non-violent Power; Gandhi's Satya- 
graha), lowerth Jones; 3. “Cefndir Hanesyddo! 
yr lesu” (The Historical Background of Jesus), 
D. L. Trefor Evans. 

The pamphlets (about 30 pages each} are 
obtainable from Gwasg Gee, Denbigh, or from 
Gwynfor Evans, Wernellyn, Liangadog, Sir 
Gaerfyrddin, price 4d. post free. 


pacifist solution.- Yet the argument 
leads directly towards pacifism. “The 
greatest interest of the common 
people in all lands is peace.” Then 
why not stake your life on the 
common peoples? Which is easier— 
to persuade national governments to 
renounce the use of arms, and there- 
fore the ability to manoeuvre for 
power, or to persuade the peoples to 
refuse armaments and the power to 
declare war to their governments? 

The argument is deflected from 
such revolutionary conclusions by a 
quotation from Lord Cecil in 
Beveridge’s discussion of the failure 
of the League: “ By far the strongest 
weapon we have is the weapon of 
public opinion ” on which the author 
comments “Experience has shown 
that in international affairs public 
opinion is singularly ineffective ...” 
But this is as defeatist as Prof. Carr 
himself. In a world in which national 
sovernments control armaments, fear, 
suspicion, and revenge are at work 
to divide the general will to peace. 
An international mass-movement to 
disarm governments would be strenu- 
ously resisted by all governments; 
but if it succeeded it would abolish 
war. 

The alternative is another Geneva. 
A few uneasy years of lip-service to 
world peace, increasing use of power 
and threat of war, and then an open 
split leading to World War III. 

A people’s revolt against war is 
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After the conclusion of peace at the 
end of war, it would not be to the dis- 
cnedit of a nation to keep a day of 
atonement following thanksgiving 
celebrations. 

In the name of their country people 
would be ashing Heaven for grace and 
remission on account of the great in- 
iquity of which the human race will 
ever be guilty as l@ng as it will not 
establish and adhere to legal consti- 
tution between nations. 

In its stead men seem always to pre- 
fer to seize upon the barbaric method 
of war in order to demonstrate proudly 
their independence (and yet the right 
of every state which war is to decide, 
can never be proved by this principle). 

Thanksgiving celebrations during 
and after a war for gained victories. 
hymns suag to the Lord of Hosts in 
good old Isrnelitic style are no less 
contradictory to the moral idea of the 
Father of Mankind. 

These demonstrations not only 
portray the indifference of nations as 
to the methods of seeking their mutual 
rights—which is sad enough—but add 
a note of malignity to all this at 
having destroyed very many human 
beings and their happiness. 


Immanuel Kant, 1795 


Peace News is open for the expression of all 
points of view relevant to pacifism. Articles 
in it, whether signed or unsigned, do not 
necessarily represent the policy of the Peace 
Pledge Union, of which it is the weekly organ. 
Nor does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply any endorsement of, or PPU connexion 
with, the matter advertised. 


the only way to peace. 


LETTERS 


To stop World War 3 


I am not a member of the PPU, I 
am not a pacifist, not even a 
regular reader of Peace News; on the 
contrary, I fought in World War 1 
and should have done so in World 
War 2, but for being too old, because 
I want to see real peace established. 


But a friend of mine who is a regular 
reader of PN, a keen pacifist, a member of 
the PPU, persuades me to read PN from time 
to time. In your issue of Apr. 21, I was 
arrested by the article by ‘‘Observer,”’ headed: 
“Will Victory Bring Real Peace?” because 
that is what I want. I reach the same con- 
clusion as he does, viz., that it will not. But 
I am amazed at the accusations he makes con- 
cerning Soviet Russia: that she is preparing 
for No. 3, and that,she will not then be our 
Ally as now, but most certainly our enemy. 
He says, ‘‘We must not deceive ourselves.” 
“The future is about as dark as it is possible 
to conceive.” 


If his diagnosis of the situation is correct, 
I want to make a suggestion to him that 
might rekindle hope within his breast. Let 
him read the Pledge of the PPU once again, 
for it would seem that he signed it eo long 
ago that he has forgotien it. Then Jet bim 
devote all his energies and abilities to per- 
suading his fellow-countrymen also to sign 
that Pledge; that non-violent policy I take to 
be the only real policy of the PPU, including 
Peace News, to meet World War No. 3. 

If he is really sincere, and believes in the 
validity and effectiveness of that Pledge, he 
would naturally want to do this—then there 
cannot be any doubt but that we shall even- 
tually reach that real peace we all desire; 
then should we see the workers here co-operat- 
ing with the workers of the USSR in building 
up real peace and security, instead of bomb- 
ing one another to Hell. 

In conelusion, may I remind him what non- 
violent action accomplished in 1921, when the 
dockers, to their everlasting glory, refused to 
load “The Jolly George’? That isolated inci- 
dent must surely rekindle hope within him, 

‘Ss. 
as it does in all worker: C. BROOKE 


Gate House, Newent Court, Glos. 


Anarchism and liberty 


Much as I would like my old comrade 
Johg Hewetson and his colleagues released, 
I doubt whether the reasoning of the AGM 
resolution on the subject is endorsed by our 
movement as a whole. Should we not dis- 
entangle our natural sympathy for rebels who 
fall foul of the Jaw from approval of anar- 
chist assumptions? 5 . 

Many pacifists reject anarchism as a poli- 
tical philoaphy; as  social-democrate they 
believe that pacifism must appeal in the name 
of social] order and not anarchy. Despite 
their libertarian bias they do not feel able 
to reject al] constraints out of hand. 

I detest the Incitement to Disaffection Act 
and wish that society were self-assured 
enough to tolerate be Hold on to your Arms!” 
propaganda even in war-time—though such 
advocacy beara no relation to pacifist prin- 
ciples. But offences in this category (like 
those under the National Service Acts) must 
find their own moral sanction and not seek 
it in terms of civil liberty. Attempts to 
foment a civi] war can reasonably be regarded 
as intolerable, even by lovers of freedom. 

The AGM resolution flows from a_ belief 
“that freedom to express, discuss, and read 
all points of view is an inalienable right. 
Does this apply to Jew-baiting propaganda 
in the East End? One can imagine circum- 
stances in which the assertion of this prin- 
ciple in defiance of social harmony would 


land us firmly with the political flat-earthers. ! 


HOWARD WHITTEN. 


Vera Brittain explains 


At the AGM one or two members expressed 
to me their regret that I had left the National 
Council, saying that this suggested “lack of 


interest”’ at a time when the PPU is emerging 
from the war with an urgent constructive 
programme. 


May I therefore beg a little space to explain 
that precisely the opposite is the case? The 
major task of pacifism in the years to come 
seems to me to lie in that increfse of “the 
consciousness of mankind” of which I have 
already written and spoken, and in the con- 
sequent reduction in the numbers of those 
whose blind absorption in their own affairs 
leads them, in Britain as in Germany, to be- 
come unconsciously involved in disastrous 
Policies. 


Iam deeply privileged in having lived a life 
of rich political and literary experience, and I 
believe that I can best share the fruits of that 
experience by writing and speaking. Much of 
this work, if it is to achieve its purpose, must 
necessarily be done outside the inner circles of 
pacifism, and I am hoping in the near future 
to accept invitations to speak and write jin 
USA, South Afriea, and India which I could 
not fulfil during the war. This type of work 
and travel is incompatible with membership of 
regular committees, from which an absentee 
member merely excludes others who can attend 
more often. 

I have »remained so long on the Councei} 
mainly because I felt that to leave during the 
years of defeat and tragedy might discourage 
others and be misunderstood. But I still hope 
to attend as a Sponsor when 1 have a useful 
contributior to make. VERA BRITTAIN 


In view of the many claims on our very limited 
space, correspondents are urged to keep their 
letters under 250 words. 


Take the monthly 


C.3B.C.0. Bulletin 


(3s. a year post paid) 
Kor early news of your demobilization and 


post-war prespecta 


C.B.C.0., 6 ENDSLEIGH ST., W.C.1. 


London Area PPU Meeting 


A PACIFIST IN OCCUPIED 
NORWAY 


The experiences of MYRTLE WRIGHT 
Chairman: ROY WALKER 
DENISON HOUSE HALL 
Vauxhall Bridge Road, $.W.1}. 

(1 minute Victoria Station) 


Friday, June Ist at 7.15 p.m. 


Admission Free 


THE BRITISH 
PEOPLE STOPPED 
A WAR 


An account of the 192@ strike 
against intervention in Russia 


by DONALD PORT 
€d post Id 


BOOKSHOP, Endsieigh 
Street, London, W.C.1 
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P.P.U. COLUMN { 


THE PURPOSE OF 
“PUBLIC ACTION” 


NOR 5} years pacifists in this country have 
faced the fears and frustration of war. 
Fear of war is, of course, common to all 
human beings; pacifists and  non-pacifiste 
alike were shocked by the destruction, suffer- 
ing and devastation of the “blitz,” but 
where the non-pacifist gathered his forces for 
the day when he would (in Churehil!’s phrase) 
‘‘ give it them tack,” the pacifist was alone 
and lost and hardly knew how to gather the 
forces of good will against the racing stream 
of hatred and ill will. The pacifist believed 
and still believes that to give back evil for 
evil is a useless thing. 

“Sick with horror” said the 
went to visit Buchenwald. 

“Sick with horror,” said the Daily Herald 
War Correspondent when he saw bombed 
Berlin. Two evil things, one set against the 
other, and in, that fight the pacifist had no 
place. Many made the only gesture they 
could, individual resistance to the dictates of 
the war they believed to be evil and futile, 
and consequently suffered imprisonment, 
exile from home. loss of work and so on. 
Some spoke publicly of their beliefs, risking 
arrest and holding to their faith that even 
one person converted was a_ strengthening 
f the pacifist bulwark against war. 

But frustration has been there; all too often 
turning in on itself through internal disputes 
and misunderstandings. Perhaps this is the 
moment when, though we may still face the 
difficulties of frustration. we can take a new 
and dynamic lease of life and action. 

The newly elected Council has appointed 
the following to be membera of the Public 


MPs who 


Action Committee: Brian Anstey, Corder 
Catchpool, Winifred Rawlins, G. B. Pittock- 
Buss, Editor and one other editorial repre- 


sentative from Peace News, Harry Hilditch, 
Sybil Morrison, Stuart Morris. Humphrey S. 
Moore. Alex. Wood (PPU Chairman) and 
Patrick Figgis (General Secretary). 

What will Public Action mean for the 
pacifist in a society no longer at war? 
‘Already, though the war with Japan is not 
vet over, regulations which have restricted 
action have been removed, but we are al] 
tired, we are all looking for a lead, wishing 
we had the vision which would show us how 
to harness the ordinary decency in human 
beings and hitch it to the political etar 
by which, willy nilly (in my view) we have 
to steer. 

Y would recommend the first of the Public 
Action Committee publications: What Do 
Pacifists Believe? by Roy Walker. We may 
not all agree with all of it but it is what 
we need to stimulate thought. for without 
any doubt many people will be turning 
towards us now and wanting to know the 
answer to that question. 

Conscription is not one of the restrictions 
that have been removed. Young men and 
women in the pacifist movement are still 
faced with this problem and it is with this 
jn mind that the Public Action Committee 
have produced a four-page leaflet with a 
cover by Arthur Wrage called ‘“ Military 
Conscription after the War.” 

Finally I suggest that everyone should read 
a vamphlet by a non-pacifist, Victor Gollancz, 
called ‘‘ What Buchenwald Really Means.” 
This has just been vublished at 8d. and ia 
on sale at PPU_ Bookshop. Here is an 
impassioned plea for tolerance and under- 
standing surpassing even great oratory in 
jta appeal, and transcending all political 
differences; it should be our business to get 
jt into the hands of as many people as pos- 
sible. 

We cannot afford to be ‘“ wartweary"'; 
cessation of war with Japan could still be 
negotiated; terms of peace with Germany 
could still be agreed instead of dictated; we 
have a great opportunity now and the new 
Public Action Committee will need the ful! 
support of the whole movement in its work. 


only just discovered that this stormy 
petrel of the political and religious 
realms had on canvas presented to the 
world an interpretation of life which 
might well be described as the unity 
that is pacifism. 

The first thing that impressed me 
in these pictures was a certain subli- 
mation of spirit and personality in his 
characters, almost without exception, 
as if they had been brought up and 
nourished in a very different environ- 
ment and atmosphere from that which 
prevails in our over-mechanized age. 

The second thing that struck me 
was the complete black-out of modern 
civilization. Almost every theme has 
an old-world setting, either in medie- 
val Italy or in unspoiled corners of 
Britain and France. Apart from a 
few selected types of human person- 
ality and one or two styles of human 
apparel, Joseph Southall would ap- 
pear to have found little in Western 


civilization that was worth perpetu- 
ating. i ‘ 
This reversion to medievalism, 


which many critics have described as 
escapism, was really due, as Mr. Max- 
swell Armfield, RWS, pointed out in a 
short lecture during the exhibition, to 
the fact that Joseph Southall had to 
go back to the Middle Ages to find 
that unity of life which he so earnestly 
sought, and which he could not find, 
since it was not there, in the age of 
industrialism. 

The beauty which the Middle Ages be- 
queathed to posterity was the natural expres- 
sion of a unity of life of which we have little 
knowledge and less understanding: he desired 
to bring it up to date, to add to its spiritual 
content. a 

What we have in Joseph Southall’s paintings 
is, it scems to me, the Quaker spirit at its 
best, placed in the most beautiful and appro- 
priate setting the artist could find; for Joseph 


JOSEPH SOUTHALL’S PAINTINGS REVEAL 


Unity of life that is pacifism 


Y high regard for Joseph Southall as a man, and as a personality of 
rare quality, caused me to attend the memorial exhibition in Birming- 

ham. I was so impressed by it that it became a place of pilgrimage. This 
was the first time I had seen a collection of his works. Consequently I have 


Memorial exhibition 


A Memorial Exhibition of works by 
Joseph Southall, which recently 
created a great deal of interest in his 
native Birmingham, will be repeated 
in London from June 6 to 28 (at the 
Galleries, 26 Conduit St.. Bond St., 
W.1). 

Joseph Southall made a unique con- 
tribution to Quakerism, pacifism, and 
socialism during the last half-century, 
gaining a reputation as an “out-and- 
outer” and an enfant terrible of the 
more timid. 

Not content with being chairman of 
the local ILP, he was always trying to 
get art acknowledged by the City 
Fathers and even offered to paint 
their official “Drawing Room” without 
fee. He was allowed to present a 
small part of his scheme (which would 
appear to have been quite innocuous) 
in the shape of a fresco on the stair- 
case of the Art Gallery and oné figure 
in the Drawing Room; then he was 
stopped, 

He was received in Paris and else- 
where abroad with some enthusiasm 
and sold his pictures readily at large | 
prices. Here, we understand, the Tate 
Gallery has just refused one of his | 
best portraits although it was to have 
been presented, 


unity of a spiritual law and a spiritual] pur- 
pose: gentleness, beauty and peace are of its 
essence. One has to say: Here is an art which 
seeks to release the modern soul from its bond- 
age of mechanism and materialism. One can 
almost see the quizzical eye of the artist look- 
ing over the canvases and asking: ‘‘Why make 
for yourselves a bedlam when the materials for 
a paradise lie at your feet?’’ At any rate that 
was the question which his pictures put to me. 


Southall was not merely a Quaker by tradition 


but by conviction. He believed intensely in the 
Quaker faith and ardently wanted it to play a 
far bigger part than it was doing in building 
a world that was as much a credit to it as 
were the Middle Ages to the faith which in- 
spired them. 

The more I gazed into Joseph Southall’s 
world the more it took on the garments of the 
spirit: even stones, fields and water assumed a 
spiritual quality. There are glorious sailing 
ships which are obviously the bearers of glad 
tidings, and which cannot be associated with 
the profiteering of modern shipping. A superb 
hay horse and a magnificent cat clearly possess 
qualities which entitle them to man’s compan- 
ionship. * 

The whole world is kin, and expresses the 


“I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL 
NEVER SUPPORT OR SANCTION 
ANOTHER.” , 

This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 

Further information from: General 
Secretary, PPU, Dick Sheppard House, 
Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1. 


THE U.S. CAPTAIN 


ae story of an American doctor 
who was released from the PoW 
camp at Markt Pongau and allowed 
by the Germans to enter Switzerland 
to negotiate with the International 
Red Cross for the release of his 30,000 
camp-mates (including nearly 10,000 
Britons) was told in the News 
Chronicle on May 4. At the moment 
the report was written a high Red 
Cross official was expected at the 
frontier to complete the negotiations. 

Subsequent war news (or peace 
news) presumably facilitated his 
mission: It also enables us to fill in 
some details about the officer con- | 


May 18, 1945, PEACE NEWS—3 


FOOD FOR EUROPE 


Why Govt. bans 
private gifts 


"HE Minister of Food replied 
“No, sir,’ in Parliament last 
Thursday when Mr. Edmund Harvey 
asked “if, in view of the altered 
situation in Europe, he proposes to 
extend the system of permits for the 
export of food for the benefit of the 
population of liberated Europe.” 

When Mr. Harvey asked if he 
realized ‘how widespread is the desire 
to help in this way the needs of 
Europe,” the Minister said it had 
already been fully explained to the 
House ‘why the Government decided 
that it was better to send the food 
from government to governments 
rather than have individuals doing it.” 
He added: ‘We have done that to a 
very great degree. It secures that the 
food is properly distributed in the 
countries to which it goes.” 

Seventy per cent. of those ques- 
tioned in a “Daily Express” 
Centre of Public Opinion poll tre- 
ported last Friday) thought that 
“British food rations shawd not be 
increased until the liberated coun- 
tries have adequate supplies of 
food.” 

The Daily Express report added that 
the main argument advanced was that 
“any extra food that becomes avail- 
able should, in all fairness, be sent tc 
those who have undergone the greatest 
hardships ” 

The Free Church Federal Council recently 
decided that its President and Secretary 
should draw up a letter to be sent to the 
Prime Minister and the Foreign Secretary 
urging the Government to do all in their 
power to bring relief to European peoples, 
and to express the readiness of Christian 
people, if necessary, for their rationing to- 
be reduced in order that supplies might be 
available for that purpose. It also decided 


to write to all its ministers asking that the 
facts be brought before their churches. 


AND THE P.P.U. 


He is Capt. Gordon Keppel, who 
was working as a doctor with the 
American forces both before and 
after his capture in Italy last year. 
While stationed in England, prior 
to operations in Europe, he was in 
contact with Swindon PPU group, 
whose meetings he attended, 

He was particdlarly interested in 
their Service work and in the Food 
Relief Campaign, and when he left he 
generously and regularly subscribed 
until the time of his capture. 

Gordon Keppel is the officer who 
was referred to in Albert Tomlinson’s 
Development Columng (PN, Mar, 12. 


SYBIL MORRISON. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


LATEST TIME for copy: Monday 
before publication. 

MS: Cash with order. 2d. per 
ee iniman 2s. 6d. (Box No. aed. 
extra.) Maximum length: 50 words. 
Address for Box No. replies: Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


When corresponding with PN about 
an advertisement, quote its first 
words, classification. and date. 

We reserve the right to hold over 
advertisements and to limit the fre- 
quency of continuing advertisements. 
——————— 


ACCOMMODATION 


ELDERLY C.O. and wife (child- 
less) are being turned out of their 
home. Can anyone offer unfurnished 
accommodation in West Middlesex? 
Hinton, 67a, Coldharbour La., Hayes. 


WANTED: house to rent in or 
neighbourhood of Tunbridge Wella or 
Tonbridge. Immediate occupation 
not essential. Box 947. 


PACIFISTS weary of living in 
other people's houses long for house, 
large or small, almost anywhere. 
Please help. Box 948. 

WANTED TO RENT by Pacifists, 
small unfurnished house or bunga- 
low, East Surrey district. 22 Port- 
nalls Rise, Coulsdon, Surrey. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. 
form Vegetarian Guest House for 
happy holidays er restful reeupera- 
tion: all modern comforts. A. and K. 
S. Ludlow, The Briars Crich. Mat- 


Food Re- 


lock. (Station: Ambergate; Te}. 
Ambergate 44.) 
SELSEY. Rushmere Guest House. 


Comfortable. Homely, 200 yards from 
sea. From three guineas. Groups 
catered for. Victor Smith (Manager 
for Stephen Stoner & Co, Ltd.). 


CARAVAN HOLIDAYS in beauti- 
ful Wye Valley. Secluded site above 
Tintern. (Send S.A.E.). Millar, For- 
tune’s Well, Sheepscombe, Stroud, 
Glos. 

NEWLY MARRIED COUPLE 
require very urgently for week or 
fortnight from July 28 cottage or 
small house anywhere. Would treat 
with great care. Box 949. 


EDUCATIONAL 


FIND RECREATION and new 
Power to serve through speaking and 
writing. Correspondence (also visit) 
lessons 5s., classes 1s. 6d. Dorothy 
Matthews. B.A., 32 Primrose Hil) Rd., 
London, N.W.3. (PRI. 5686.) 

HEALTH, Happiness and Progress 
at Slyne Lodge. Slyne, Lancs. Run 
on A. §S. Neill lines. Apply Jean 
Bennett. Headmistress. 


| FOR SALE & WANTED 
WAR RESISTERS' International 


would welcome gifts of foreign 
stamps, for subsequent sale on behalf 
of W.R.I. funds. Any such gifts 
received with gratitude. Please send 
to the War Resisters’ International, 
11 Abbey Rd.. Enfield. 

PROJECTORS, microscopes, binocu- 
lars, ete., for sale and wanted. Men- 
tion ‘Peace News.” Appleton, 141 
{Middleham Rd., N.18. 

FANCY JEWELLERY, idea) for 
bazaars, etc., ear clips, carded, silver 
Plated, various colours, 21s. per dozen, 
sample 2s. Victory bangles, modern 
style, attractive, 24s. per doz., sample 
2s. 6d. Chrome necklet crosses, small 
2s. 6d. duzen, large 3s. 6d. dozen, no 
chains. Rumbelow, 22 Woodwarde 
Rd., S.E.22. 

BURLS the “conscientious” cycle 
maker for your new cycle, repairs, 
and accessories. 797 Old Kent Rd., 
S.E.15. New Cross 4129. 


EX-JAIL €.O, requires lathe for 
wood-turning (with accessories) if 
any. Box 960. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 


FOR SALE: smallholding, poultry 
farm, Bucks. Small wooden bunga- 
low, good outbuildings. Slightly off 
road: suit young couple who can dis- 
pense with modern’ conveniences. 
Box 951. 

ADVERTISER wishes to contact 
owner or occupier of smaliholding 
who considers relinquishing posses- 
sion in 1945. Box 952. 


LITERATURE, etc. = 


BOOKS ON PSYCHOLOGY. phil- 
osupy, theology, mysticism, liturgi- 
ology, politics, pacifism, fiction ete. 
No callers. Monthly lists 24d. stamp. 
Kingdom Books, East Mersea, Col- 
[chester, Essex. 


cerned, 


PENTAGON PRESS announces a 
topical overhaul of Peace symbolism: 
“The Coming of Peace,’ by J.M.; 
striking cover by Maxwell Armfiéld, 


R.W.S. Stiff paper: one shilling: 
Booksellers or 50 Alexandra Rd, 
S.W.19. 


THE BIBLE: Have you ever con- 
sidered the great wealth of evidence 
proving it a Divine revelation, and 
not merely a man-made fraud? We 
invite you to write to Christadelphian, 
28 West Rd., Bedfont, Middx., for a 
free book, ‘‘Vox Dei.” 

“JAPANESE MENTALITY” 
(Ronald Mallone); ‘Free thoughts 
on Freedom” (Christopher Worrall) ; 


Poetry; “Fighting Fascism.’ Illus- 
trated “Christian Party News- 
Letter” 5d. 30 Darby Rd., Oldbury 
Birmingham. 

CRITIC NEWS-LETTER, _ pub- 


lished by Petts Wood P.P.U. Group. 
Specimen from Secretary, _ Roget 
Page, 61 Petts Wood Rd., Orpington, 
Kent. 


MEETINGS, etc. 


REAL PEACE This Time! C. E. 
M. Joad, Vera Brittain, Victor Gol- 
lancz, Leslie Weatherhead, F. D. V. 


Narborough. Fleet Street Choir. 
Central Hall, Westminster, Wed. May 
30, 7 p.m. Admission free. Reserved 
area 1/- and 2/6d. National Peace 
Council, 144 Southampton Row, W.C.I 

BOURNEMOUTH Post-War Re- 
construction Group, 5, Wellington 
Rd., Fri. May 25, 7.80 p.m. Dr. Doris 
Odlum: “The Effect of War on the 
Human Mind.” 


PERSONAL 


JOIN Victory Correspondence Club, 
34 Honeywell Rd., S.W.11, for con- 
genial pen-friends. 

YOU WILL FIND true friendship 
in the L. and H.C. Correspondence 
Club. Send s.a.e. for particulars to 
Secretary, L. and H.C.C.C., 89 Reigh- 
ton Rd., London, E.& 

STUART MORRIS. We are glad 
to announce that Stuart Morris, for 
eight years a member of the W.R.I. 
Council, is available to undertake 
speaking engagements on behalf of 
the War Resisters’ International. 
Applications to be made to W.R.I. 
headquarters, 11 Abbey Rd., Enfield, 


Middlesex. 
CONTACT CORRESPONDENCE 
CLUB. A satisfactory medium for 


those desiring congenial pen-friend- 
ships. Particulars, stamp, Secy., PN, 
19 Ty Fry Gardens, Rumney, Cardiff. 


land Aug. 6, 19438). 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


We cannot confirm satisfactory 


advertised. 


Board for COs, 6 Endsleigh St., 
W.C.1, which will often be able to 
give useful advice. 


CASHIER-BOOKKEEPER (male er 
'female) required shortly West London 
Solicitors. Must know or atudy In- 
come Tax Practice, Trust accounts 
and costs. Permanency right appli-« 
cant. Write age, experience and 
salary asked to Box 929. 

VACANCY, for summer or longer; 
housekeeper and/or Jandworker in 
smaljl market-gardening community. 
Ten shillings weekly and_ keep. 
Rough comfort but friendly atmos- 
phere. Gloucester Land Scheme, 
Hempstead, Gloucester. 

ANGLICAN PACIFISTS wanting 
to join a farming community should 
apply to The Brotherhood.of the Way, 
Abbey Farm, Hoxne, Diss, Norfolk. 

NURSERY GOVERNESS urgently 
required for gir] and boy, aged 5 and 
8. Sound knowledge of music and 
painting desirable. Frobel or Montes- 
sori methode prefered. Knowledge of 
Welsh an asset. Apply Mrs. Sankey- 
Barker, Plas Lilangattock, Crick- 
howell, Breconshire. 

LINOTYPE operator required by 
printers of Peace News. Trade Union 
house ood wages for the right man. 
Apply Clifford Printing Co.. 12B 
Manor-road. London, N.16. (Phone: 
STAmford Hill 2943.) 

EXCEPTIONAL OPPORTUNITY 
for Christian Busipess Man or 
Woman, also Comphny Secretary- 
Bookkeeper. Must be positive force. 
Ability, and faith in new age Com- 
munual outlook more important than 
knowledge of trade (Synthetic Resins, 
Rubber Dispersions, Cellulose pro- 
ducts, etc.). Permanency, preferably 
not over 45. Apply stating experience 
and salary required Box 939. 

WANTED IMMEDIATELY §assis- 
tant mainly for individual coaching 
lyoung children. Beltane School, 
Shaw, Melksham, Wilts. 

ORGANIZER (either sex), London 
Area, P.P.U. Salary £4 per week 
for single person, possibility of 
family allowance. Applications should 
not be made in the first place but 
requests for full particulars should 
be addressed to the Secretary, London 
Area, P.P.U., 8 Endsleigh Gdns., 
W.C.1. up till Fri. June 1. En- 
velopes marked “Appointment.” 


conditions of employment in all posts| vice. 
Applicants in doubt are|84 The Vale, Southgate, N.14. AL. 
recommended to consult the Central/7386. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


PROFESSIONAL Secretarial Ser- 
Duplicating, etc. Mabel E " 


ACCOUNTANT writes up traders’ 
books, prepares all forms of account, 
Income Tax returns, audits, ineur- 
ance, costing, company formation ete. 
Box 898. 


C.0., age 25 (male), 2 yrs.’ Agri- 


cultural Committee, 1 yr. Friends 
Relief Service, 6 mths. private gar- 
dening, 1 yr. hospital work, 1 yr. 


sheet-metal trade, pre-war civil ser- 
vant, requires change to interesting 
job, needing intelligence and no 
technical qualifications. Box 946. 


C.0. (20) seeks teaching position, 
preferably Home Counties. Inter 
B.Sc. (Econs.) and Inter. B.Com. 
Matric. in French, German and 
Latin. No previous experience. Box 
953. 


YOUNG C.O. SEEKS interesting 


employment in London area. Ex- 
perience of retai] trade. Will con- 
sider anything reasonable. Box 954. 


CAPABLE, EXPERIENCED MAN 
requires post. Secretarial, Account- 
ing, Organizing, ete. Reasonable 
salary in socially useful job. Box 
955. 

WOMAN (51) PACIFIST, in- 
terested cooking and housekeeping 
for numbers, wants post. Mod. salary 
if worth-while job. Box 956. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


THE BLACKFRIARS PLAYERS 
(producer, Winifred Hudson) would 
like to help your funds with a per- 
formance of Shakespeare’a ‘Twelfth 
Night.” Ready June. London area. 
Details, Hon. Sec., 14 Lamba Close, 
Winchester Rd., N.9. 


DOUGLAS COTTRILL, Nature 
Cure Practitioner. Treatment of 
disease by natural methods. Consul- 


tations by appointment only. 8 Hay- 
field Rd., Moseley. Birmingham, 13. 

APOLOGIES TO READERS await- 
ing return of fountain pena. Delay 
due to transfer to new premises. 
N.B.: T.B.S., 339 Kennington Rd., 
S.E.11—for all your pen repaira. 

COPPIN BROS. Mortgage and In- 
surance Brokers. Special terms of 
insurance to cover ‘‘Halifax’’ and 
““Co-operative”’ Building Society 
mortgages. Advice and quotations 
gratis. S.A.E. please. 66 Henley Ra. 
Ilford, Essex. 
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PASSIVE RESISTANCE 
IN SOUTH AFRICA 


The following account of passive 
resistance by some of the natives of 
Johannesburg is compiled by a corre- 
spondent in this country from reports 
an Johannesburg newspapers. 
@QEVERAL thousand Johannesburg 

natives are housed some nine 
miles outside the city and, as most of 
the men and some of the women work 
inside the city itself, there is a native 
bus service carrying them to and from 
their work. 

One of the grievances of these 
natives has been that they have been 
compelled to pay transport costs out 
of their very meagre wages. Recently 
the fares have been raised by the 
private company operating this ser- 
vice, with the result that nearly all 
the users of the buses, including those 
who have been promised the extra 
fare by their employers, have boy- 
cotted the buses and walked the 
18 miles a day. 

This example of passive resistance 
has resulted in the setting-up of a 
commission which has _ said, “the 
African worker cannot afford to pay 
anything” for transport to and from 
his work. The Johannesburg Press 
has reported sympathetically on the 
action of the natives. 

What is remarkable is the 
unanimity of the natives, who have 
received no disciplined training for 


such action. 
MARGERY JONES 


P.P.U. Service Secretary 


Kenneth Woodroofe has been 
appointed P.P.U. Service Secretarv 
and will take up his duties next 
month, _ 


JOHN BARCLAY 


John Barclay has the following dates free 
for speaking to groups: May 16, 17, 18; 
June 4, 5, 12, 18, and 18—23. 


The causes of the conflict with Japan 


Commentary 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


of such words. The announcement of 
plans for America’s part in military 
government in Germany seems pom- 
pously ecaceful to avoid any suggestion 
of “ fraternization.” 

“The function of military control is not 
to please the civilian population or even make 
them comfortable, but to enforce regulations 
and maintain order. Moreover, the military 
government is not concerned with feeding the 
defeated Germans or rehabilitating — their 
cities. The principal aim of the military 
government will be to cleanse Germany of 
Nazism and re-establish the rule_of justice 
and equality before the law.’’ (The Times, 
May 12.) : 

The ‘cleansing’ process must 
ultimately be a spiritual, not even a 
political, one. The way we are 
apparently. going about it would be 
almost comic, if there were not such 
serious issues at stake. 


The real job 
do these plans show any 


Nor 

. appreciation of the vast prob- 
lem of reconstruction. Berlin, says 
Clifford Webb (Daily Herald, May 11) 
is “a desert of dreadful destruction—a 


revelation of the power for evil 
modern warfare can unleash... , Tf 
was sick with horror.” Its 2,000,000 
inhabitants, reports Joseph Grigg 
(BUP) “stumbled along as if they had 
no ideas, no plans, no_ hope.” 
) (Rvening Standard, May 10.) And in 
the same paper Leslie Randall 
reports 


“At least half the population of Germany 
must be tramping the dusty countryside in 
search of shelter. . . . There is no life in 
Germany of any kind, except the dull routine 
of bare existence.” 

To send in the bare minimum of 
food and then leave these millions to 
“stew in their own juice” as a 
“punishment” will be criminal folly. 
Political and military restrictions are 


Labour divided 


"THERE is clear evidence that the 
Labour Party is at present 
keenly divided on the issue of military 
conseription after the war. <A joint 
meeting of the Party Committee, the 
National Executive of the Party, and 
the General Council of the TUC met 
on May 9 to consider post-war con- 
scription. 
According to The Times (May 11), 


Mr. Herbert Morrison, Mr, Bevin, 
Mr. Dalton, Mr. Greenwood, Mr. 
Shinwell, and Mr. Aneurin Bevan 


were all present, and there seemed to 
be an influential body of opinion in 
favour of conscription to enable 


OBITUARY 


Herbert Farjeon 


THE tragic ands presumably 

accidental death of Herbert 
Farjeon on May 8 has been a great 
loss to the theatrical world, and it 
has also been a great loss to his 
relatives. When we were children my 
family spent nearly every summer 
with our uncle’s family, and many of 
the strands of our lives were inter- 


woven with theirs. 

We loved and admired Herbert 
Farjeon and appreciated his kindness 
and helpfulness to us all. Though 
he wag an atheist he was, as someone 
said recently, a ‘natural Christian,” 
and one can think of no ungenerous 
or selfish action of his. 


Yet he was entirely independeft and self- 
reliant; a freelance writer who, it seems to 
me, believed in cultivating his particular 
talents and not in choosing the stereotyped 
and easier «etepping-stones to success ‘of 
acquiring examination qualifications. A con- 
scientious objector in the last war, he loved 
every manifestation of Beauty, Goodness and 
Truth, and, since there was no humbug about 
him, his faith was borne out in his actions. 

He once told ane of us that he occasionally 
spent a day pretending to himeelf that this 
day was to be his last. Such an idea for 
brushing up one’s morals is typical of his 
sincerity and charming ingenuity; and I feel 
sure, if May 3 was not one of those 
particular days, that my uncle’s sweet nature 
was shining in his last hours. 


HIS NIECE. 


even 


Emma_ Arnold 


Belfast PPU deeply regrets the passing of 
Miss Emma Arnold, its hon. treasurer. Al- 
though advanced in years, her zeal seemed 
never to flag. Not so many years ago she sold 
Peace News in the atreets;: more recently, she 
braved criticism and hostility to obtain signa- 
‘tures for the Peace Petition. 

Her liberality, too, was exemplary, and her 
eagerness to be of service will long be remem- 
hered by her friends. 


on conscription, 


| 
Britain to fulfil her obligations under | 
the World Security Scheme and her 
commitments to provide men for the. 
army of occupation. Others, prob- | 
ably less influential, felt unable to } 
disregard principle and tradition. | 

The existing National Service Acts | 
will, of course, continue until the war 
against Japan has ended, and pos- 
sibly for some time after that, and the | 
News Chronicle (May 11) hints at the 
possibility of a new general Conscrip- 
tion Act afterwards, with a strict 
time-limit and subject to constant 
review by Parliament. 

It is understood that a resolution 
on the subject will be before the 
annual conference of the Labour 
Party at Whitsuntide, but it is not, of 
course, certain that this will be 
called. 

In the meantime, Mr. Churchill’s 
announcement of May 10 may mean 
little more than that the National 
Service Acts cannot be suspended as 
in Canada. 


‘“Demobilization” of C.0.s 


The Central Board for C.O.s is 
hoping soon to discuss with Ministry 
of Labour officials the arrangements 


to be made for the “ demobilization ” 
of conditionally registered C.O.s, 


° 
Advisory Bureaux 

Harrow and North-West London District: 
sec. John W. Wheeler now 6 Hooking Green, 
North Harrow, Middx. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne: sec. now Frank Gillen- 
der, 3 Clavering Road, Swalwell-on-Tyne. 

Rhyl (Flints.): individual adviser now J. H. 
Griffiths, 18 Lake Ave., Rhyl, N. Wales. 

Acton (covering *W.3); Ralph W. Mansell 
now 11 Foxglove St., E. Acton, W.12. 

Chiswick (covering W.4): Dennis H. Bowyer 
now 18 Eyot Gdns., Hammersmith, W.6. 
(Riv, 3472). 

Finchley (covering N.2, N.3, N.12 & N.20)?* 
Denis Pegg now sole sec. 

Hereford: individual adviser now H. R. 
Ecroyd, Hampton Manor, Hereford. 

Delete Coalville. 


P.P.U. statement 


The “PPU statement’? on the end of the 
war in Europe, published on our front page 
last week, was represented, owing to a mis- 
understanding on the telephone, as an 
official statement by Peace Pledge Union 
Headquarters. In fact it was the wording 
on a poster displayed outside Dick Sheppard 
House, Endsleigh St. 


Reminder 
Applications for the PPU summer 
school, Sept. 15-22, should be sent 


immediately to John Barclay, 6 
Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1, 


understandable: a refusal to do any- 
thing about these conditions is not, 
for it meana Jeaving a wound in the 
body of Europe which would fester 
with heaven knows what results 

Considerations of “ guilt” are beside 
the point. There is devastation in 
varying degrees from Liverpool right 
across to Stalingrad. The blockade 
of hate should be lifted and ail re- 
gources pooled for the huge job of 
immediate relief and long-term recon- 
struction. To let any other than 
tackled is to refuse to do the job 
practical considerations influence the 
way this job is tackled is to refuse to 
do the job itself in the most efficient 
way. 


The other war 
best judgment is that we 


(puR 

can defeat Japan quickly and 
completely with an Army which a year 
from now will be 6,968,000," said a 
US War Department Press release 
published on May 7. To this end 
3,000,000 are being “ re-deployed ” from 
the western hemisphere to the eastern; 
it will be about a year before the 
operation is complete. 

The official statement is intended to 
discourage any popular impression 
that the Pacific war will be a wlk- 
over 


“The Japanese hdve a military force of 
more than 4,000,000 men and many millions 
more men that can be utilized for service 
forces or for combat if need be.” 


Nor, it should be added, is the mil! 
tary success of the invasion of Europe 
from Britain any guide to the ease 
with which Japan can be invaded. 
The nearest Asiatic mainland to Japan 
is Korea, from which the shortest 
sea-route to the nearest Japanese 
port is 120 miles. But Korea jis in 
Japanese hands; the nearest port in 
Asia not under Japanese occupation 
is Vladivostock (more than 400 miles 
from Japan’a main island). 

Probably half of the Japanese armv 
is still in China and Manchuria. 

The British and American people 
are expected to support this prodigious 
military undertaking without having 
the slightest idea what assistance, if 
any, Russia has agreed to give~ 
although this factor vitally affects tha 
probable duration and price of the 
“unconditional surrender’ policy 


Roots in imperialism 


@O much for the severely practical 
aspect: but to what end is all 


‘this applied? Says The Timee 
(May 12): 

be Japanese greed and cruelty must be 
chastised, Japanese power for aggression 


must be destroyed, if the most populous and 
richest Iands of Asia nre not to remain a 
breeding-ground for future conflicts.” 


General Sir Claude Auchinleck, 
C-in-C in India, goes further: 


““We must not forget that the Japanese 
are as great a menace to our way of life as 


were the Nazis.” (Evening Standard, 
May 0.) 
This is all high-falutin’ nonsense. 


Japan committed no crime in the eyes 
of the ruling quarters of Britain and 
USA until she attacked territories 
under the Allied flag. Those terr}- 
tories the Allies originally took for 
themselves, without permission from 
anybody. Like Germany, Japan was 
a late-comer to the business of creat: 
ing a “sphere of influence”. 

There could hardly be a clearer ex- 
emple of a war rooted in imperialism. 
Even if the Allies succeed, with 


brushed aside or overlooked in the months 


following our success, and that the words 
freedom, democracy, and liberation are not 
distorted from their true meaning as we have 
understood them.” 

they 


Churchill names no names: 

are easily supplied. The chronic 
Polish impasse is, apparently, again 
sub judice, To it has to be added 
claim-jumping by the de Gaullists, 
both in zones of occupation and in 
what amounts to annexation of the 
frontier valleys of Piedmont, 

But, more portentous than either, 
is the wrangle developing on the 
Western border of the Russian orbit. 
Trieste is ‘bad enough, but compar- 
ably inextricable situations threaten 
to develop along the whole Austro- 
Italo-Jugoslav frontier. 


Soviet support 


OW firm is the approval of his 

aspirations which Marshal Tito 
brought back from Moscow? That 
we do not yet know. And without 
that knowledge, any attempt to solve 
the Italo-Yugoslav frontier problems 
in terms of “justice” or “nationality” 
or what-not is utterly unreal. 

Suppose Moscow permits relatively 
free negotiation, what then? There 
seem two possible solutions: either 
resurrect the Wilson Line through 
the Venezia Giulia—giving Italy Pola 
and Trieste, and Yugoslavia Fiume; 
or turn the ‘bulk of the peninsula over 
to the Yugoslavs, leaving Trieste a 
Free City, guaranteed by the great 
Powers. 

Tt would be in the highest degree 
unwise to give the Yugoslavs carte 
‘blanche as far west of Trieste as the 
Isonzo. Nothing could handicap re- 
nascent Italy more than the total loss 
of Trieste, for which (in the common 
mind) she fought the last Great War. 
It would discredit the liberal-demo- 
cratic régime so painfully emerging. 
and turn young Italy politically sour. 
A fanatical and potentially explosive 
Italian national unity would be 
inevitable. 


A.R.P. after V-E day! 


AS for Austria, “Liberator,” in The 
*“™ Observer (May 18) summarizes 
“a week of extraordinary confusion.” 
The Carinthian Provincial Govern- 
ment, a_ replica of the parent Aus- 
trian Government, was suddenly 
denounced as “Nazi and Fascist” by 
Vi-nna. News came that  Tito’s 
troops were in the provincial capital, 
Klagenfurt. Radio Carinthia there- 
upon went off the air, And no more 
was heard of the Provincial Govern-- 
ment, 

Carinthia appears to be in the 
Russian occupation zone, but in Graz, 
capital of Styria, which was to have 
been in the British area, even 
stranger things happened. The Rus- 
sian troops outside Graz suddenly 
moved in. The Provincial Govern- 
ment, under Reinhard Machold, was 
already functioning, 

“A Soviet Town Major took 
over... Nothing more was heard of 
the Machold administration, though 
Machold was probably the most popu- 
lar labour leader in Styria, with a 
great record of resistance to Hitler 
and Schuschnigg. The population was 
ordered to give up all wireless sets. . . 
They were instructed to put the town 
in a state of preparedness against air 
raids, to build slit trenches, and pre- 
pare bunkers and air raid shelters.” 

An odd way, indeed, to celebrate 
VE plus one. : 


Russian help, in amashing Japanese 
imperialism (by destroying its indus- 
trial] centres), how do they propose 
the large population should then exist? 
And what is Russia’s price to be? 
One is tempted to hope that it will 
take a form that will clip the Allles’ 
own wings over the Far East. 

But there. should be no illusions: 
Asia’s “richest lands” (particularly 
in view of Russia’s increased influ- 
ence) will “remain a breeding-grouna 
for future conflicts” while distant 
Powers consider that their interests 
lie there. 


Churchill’s warning 


“JT is the victors who must search 
their hearts in their glowing 
hours and be worthy by their nobility 
of the immense forces that they 
wield.” It might have been said in 
these columns; in fact, it is the con- 
clusion which Mr, Churchill draws 
from the most sombre passage of his 
week-end broadcast: 
“On the continent of Europe we have yet to 


make sure that the simple and honourable 
purposes for which we entered the war are not 


a, tt a, as 


ESSENTIAL OIL 
OF GARLIC 


Universal Purifier 


Famous in history for 5000 years as a 
remedy for many common ills, this 


powerful natural healing agent is 
now deodorised and ‘‘civilised’’ for 


the use of all in 


ALLYSOL 


LIQUID, TABLETS, OINTMENT 
which impart no taint whatever to 
the breath or person. 

For Rheumatism, Catarrh, Gastric and 
Duodenal Ulcers, Colitis, Worms, 
Varicose veins, Eczema, Chilblains, etc. 


Seni stamps 5d. for Two 20-page booklets 
of Life-conserving information. 
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Printing Co. (f.U.), Londoa N.16. 
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